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time for things to improve. I recall that only one day in the week could I have an
ice cream, a day to be celebrated, and I was lucky to have chocolate once a month
. .. Yet I consider those days of poverty and hard work the happiest of my life,
because they were free and easy.’

She always felt an affinity with the voice. Singing as a child had always been fun:
she took part in children’s operas at school—‘I usually sang the main roles’—also
sang in a radio children’s choir for a year, but as a child she was keener on the piano
than singing (she now plays jazz in her spare time). Her voice ‘broke’ at 16, which
is where the volleyball came in. When she had decided on singing as a career, she
went to the Franz Liszt Academy, first studying with Endre Rosler, formerly a tenor
at the Budapest Opera—*‘a most intelligent man, so no real tenor!”. When he died
she went to Sipos for three years until 1972. ‘Since then I’ve been on my own.’ In
the early days, she often sang solos with other young singers in Haydn Masses and
works by Liszt in the St Matthew Church in Budapest, earning her first fees, which
they immediately spent in the Lokal. ‘Happy times!’

Marton left Hungary in 1972. Then she had a child (she is married to a Hungarian
surgeon resident in Hamburg), only starting her career in the West properly in 1974
at the Frankfurt Opera, followed by a spell at Hamburg under Dohnanyi. During
these years she built a substantial repertory in both Italian and German opera. In
1984 she was allowed back to Hungary as she had a German passport, and she is
now singing quite frequently in her own country. ‘I’m proud at being born a
Hungarian. After all that’s happened, I feel I should give what help I can—and I
can do that as an artist. I went back in November to sing Tosca with Dvorsky as
Cavaradossi.’

Strauss has played an important part in her career. In spite of her affinity with
his music, she considers him among the most difficult composers to sing, simply

Marton as Briinnhilde in ‘Siegfried’ in San Francisco, 1985













